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We’re Hard-Wired To See Faces

• “As soon as the infant can see, it
recognises faces and we know that this
skill is hardwired in our brains... As an
inadvertent side e!ect, the pattern-
recognition machinery in our brains is so
e"cient in extracting a face from a
clutter of other detail that we sometimes
see faces where there are none.” - Carl
Sagan, The Demon-Haunted World.



The Man in the Moon



• “The most common image is the Man in
the Moon. Of course, it doesn’t really
look like a man. Its features are lopsided,
warped, drooping... And what expression
does the mouth convey? An “O” of
surprise? A hint of sadness, even
lamentation? … Certainly the face is too
round. The ears are missing…
Nevertheless, every time I look at it, I see
a human face.” - Carl Sagan, The
Demon-Haunted World.



The Face on Mars

• In 1976, Viking I sent back this photo of

some mesas on Mars, one of which

strongly resembles a human face:



In 2001, the Mars Global Surveyor took

more detailed pictures….



Samurai Crab!





Pareidolia

• Describes a psychological phenomenon

involving a vague and random stimulus (often

an image or sound) being mistakenly

perceived as recognizable. Common

examples include images of animals or faces

in clouds, seeing the man in the moon, and

hearing messages on records played in

reverse. - Wikipedia



Rorschach inkblot test

• “The Rorschach is used to help assess
personality structure and identify emotional
problems. Like other projective techniques, it
is based on the principle that subjects viewing
neutral, ambiguous stimuli will project their
own personalities onto them, thereby
revealing a variety of unconscious conflicts
and motivations.”

 - Encyclopedia of

Psychology



Three ways to tell if you’re matrixing

according to Grant Wilson of TAPS:

First: “Pictures of trees, fields, cluttered
up closets, mirrors and glass are a few
of the prime candidates for matrixing
issues. They include very complex
shapes and patterns and, therefore, a
high potential for the mind to construct a
face or body out of something that isn't
there.”



Three ways to tell if you’re matrixing

according to Grant Wilson of TAPS:

• “Second, look at the potential face or figure. If
it is truly paranormal then, the face or figure
would be made up of its own material, not the
material that is comprising the picture. Let me
explain; if the picture is of a forest, and your
mind tells you that there is a face in it. Look to
see if the face is made up of the branches
and leaves from the trees in the picture, or if
the face is separated from them and a
completely separate material from the trees.”



Three ways to tell if you’re matrixing

according to Grant Wilson of TAPS:
Third, once you have eliminated the top two

issues, look at the face or figure as a real
face or figure. Look at the proportions of the
face. Are they "cartoony" and
disproportionate or are they realistic? [Grant
has] art training and can easily determine if a
face has realistic proportions or not. If you do
not have this training, you can go to any art
supply store and pick up a book that explains
these proportions.

http://www.the-atlantic-paranormal-
society.com/arthunters/photo-matrixing.htm



V.I. Lenin in a shower curtain?
• “Just Another Face in the Crowd”,

http://www.badastronomy.com/bad/misc/lenin.
html
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